
   Amateur Gardening N° 101113   

.111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111F11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 I

testedTried
Anvil
secateurs

ANVILSECATEURS aregreat
forcuttingwoodystemsduring
theautumn . Thisweek I tried
outsix

, includingsomeratchet
actiontypes ,

wherethehandles
arerepeatedlysqueezedtogether

to releaseandcutgradually.
Usingmaterial

of different
densities - lilac

,

robinia
,

rose
andcherry - I considered

ElectricShredder
Chipper
ANYTREEwork involvesgetting rid of the
prunings or hedgeclippingsafterwards . With
somuchbulkywaste it' s worthinvesting in a

shredder
/ chipperforitsspeedandease

of

use . Henchman'
s petrolandelectric

modelsboast a patentedcutting
principledesigned to cutthewood
alongthegrainlikeminiature
hatchets . Thisresults in

a more
uniformchipsize,wherethegrain

is damagedandsquashed , making
itsuitable formulchingand
compostingbecause

decomposition is faster . The
Neo 2 Electricchipsbranches
up to Tin

(

3.5cm
)

diameter.
III Henchman' s Neo 2 Electric
Shredder

/ Chippercosts£695
available fromthecompany
direct . ©

(

01635
)

299847 or

visitshenchman.co.uk

Time to prune
backsome of that
oldgrowth.
Consumereditor
JuliaHeaton
putssixanvil
types to thetest

cuttingcapacity ,

ease of use of

thesafetycatchandhandlesize.
Withall of them

,

themaximum
diameter of cutwasreduced the
harderthewood I tackled.

Remember
to trythemforsize

beforeyoubuy to ensuretheyare
therightsizeforyourhands . All
ontrialherearesuitableforboth
leftandright-handed users.

"

"

"

" " " " "
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£17.99
WOLFRS19
E.P . BarrusLimited

© 08452707603
wolf-garten.co.uk

BUILD *
* * *

*

Precision-groundnon-stick
bladethatcutsagainst a

recycledaluminiumanvil . Bright
redpolypropylene handles.

FEATURES * *
* *

Hasananti-slipgriponthe
handleand a niftylockingknob
thatdoesnotcatch

or protrude
yet is easy to locatewith a push

of thethumb.Theonlytoolwith
"-

a wriststrapincluded . Maximum
"-

size of cut is Nin
(

19mm
).

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

PERFORMANCE *
* *

There is anindentationonthe
handlesotheindexfingercan
giveextrapowerduringuse . It

gave a superblycleancut
,

and
tackledtwiggygrowthaswellas
thinhardstems of thecherry.

VALUE * * * *

Thehandlesweretheperfect
sizeformemakingthese a very
comfortablepair of secateurs .

I

alsolovedthesmoothaction of

the lockingdevice . Anidealpair
forthegeneralpruning of

shrubsandroses.

£16.95
BURGONANDBALL
RATCHETPRUNER

© 01142338262
Burgonandball.com

BUILD *
*

*
* *

Precision-groundhighcarbon
steelbladeandalloyhandles.
Thecurvedbladecutsagainstan
alloyanvilwith a sapgroove.

FEATURES * * * *

One
of threeratchetpruners ,

it

cutsmaterialup to
3 /4in

(

2omm
).

There'
s also a loopedhandle to

helpprotecttheback
of your

hand if you' re
notwearing

gloves . Onthedownside I found
squeezingthe handlestogether

to release thelockingdevice
,

a

littlefiddly.

PERFORMANCE *

*
* * *

Easy to use
, cuttinganystemup

to themaximumdiameterand at

anyangle . Theycutcleanly ,

easilyandwereextremelysharp.
A curvedbladehelpsyouaccess
andhold a stemwhileusingthe
ratchetfacility .

It outshonethe
rest

, requiringlesseffort.

VALUE * * *
* *

An impressive tool
,

I coulduse it

alldaytacklingthick hardwood
brancheswithout a hitch.
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£22.49
SPEAR&JACKSON
RAZORSHARP
ADVANTAGEMEDIUM

© 01142814242

BUILD *
* *

PTFEcoatedcarbonsteel

choppingbladewithcapacityto
cut

5
/

8
in

(

15mm
)

diameter
stems . Brightredplastichandles

FEATURES * * * *

Contouredergonomicshape
andnon-slipgripsincorporated
intobothhandles . Thelocking
devicewasone of theeasiest to

operatewithmythumb .
It also

has a sapgroove in theblade
,

texturedplasticedges to
the

anvil to
holdstems in placeand a

shockabsorber.

PERFORMANCE *
*

*

Willneverbeaspowerfulas
thosewith a ratchetbutwas

incrediblysharpandhad a nice
smoothaction . Theycopedwell
withhardwood pruningsand
handleshad a softfeel to

them.

VALUE * * *

Cutthroughthinhardwood
stemswithleastjarring of all
thoseontrial . I canrecommend
theseforeasyhandlingand
overallcomfort.

£12.99
YEOMANADVANTAGE
ANVILSECATEUR

© 01905791984
JP, yeomangarden.com

BUILD * *

A straightblademade
of carbon

steelwith a
non-stickcoating

and a
flatplasticanvil . Allother

manufacturers'rivetsandbolts
wereflush to themainbody ,

but
thispairhad a screwhead

protrudingfrom themainpivot.
DiametercutNin

(

2omm
).

FEATURES *
* *

The ' Advanced '

stamprefers to

theblacknylonfibreglass
handles . A handypruningguide
is givenonthepackaging.

PERFORMANCE * * *

Lightandslimwith a dropnose
blade to giveaccessamong
congestedbranches .

Faired
worstwhencuttinghardwood
butcopedfinecuttingrosesand

woodylilacsterns.

VALUE * *
*

Despiteitsshortcomingson
thickerstems

,

thesmallsize
modelwaslightandcomfortable

to
use . Fineforlighttrimming of

shrubs
,

butkeepheavypruning
fortheratchetboys.

£12.95
DARLACCLASSIC
RATCHETDP444
Darlac01753547790

-
/

CJDarlac.com

BUILD * * *
*

MidrangeamongDarlac' s

ratchetmodelswith a cutting
capacity of

lin
(

25mm
)

. Carbon
steelblade is

Tefloncoated to

helpresistrust . Deepredplastic
handles.

FEATURES * *
*

*

Thishasa
curvedbladeto help

holdbranchesandmakeangled
cuts . Thehandlehas a three
cushiongripononeside.

PERFORMANCE * * *

Thepower of
theratchethelped

cutthroughallthethick
hardwoodstemswiththe
exception of

therobinia . They
werelightandeasy to squeeze.
But

,

forme
,

thedownfall of

thesesecateurswasthelocking
mechanism

,

whichwas

extremelystiffandcumbersome
to operate.

VALUE * * *

Theycutatreatandarewarmer
onthehandsthanthealloy
ratchets . Justa

shamethatthey
areletdownbythelockdevice.

BULLDOGRATCHET
SECATEURS

" Bulldogtools.co.uk
fromgardencentres

BUILD * *
* * *

Highcarbonsteelcurvedblade
,

anvil includessapgroove . Cutting
diameterNin

(

2omm
)

. Alloyanvil
andhandles . Oneyearguarantee.

FEATURES * *
* * *

Loopedhandleprotection , easy

slidinghandle lock,textured

nonslipgrip ,

oildispenser ,

andnot
forgettingtheratchetfacilityfor
thickbranches.

PERFORMANCE *
*

* *

Couldn' t

faultthecuttingability
of thistool

,

it justcouldn' t match

BurgonandBall '

s
successful cut

of
athickrobiniabranch .

The

chunkyhandlefeltdurableand
theloopletsyouwork in

congested or pricklyareas . The
sidesafetycatchhad a positive
slidinglock

,

mucheasier to
use

thansome of theothertypes.

VALUE *
* * *

Versatile
,

durable
,

andan
excellentall-rounder at

a great
price . Onceyou'vetried a

ratchet
anvilthere' s nogoing
backthesearethefuture.
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