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Gardengear

This
month'

s
testersareallmembers

of thePottersBarHorticultural
Societyandtheyhadtheirworkcut

outtestingeach of the iz pruning toolswe
offeredupforscrutiny.

Therewas a widevariety of products to

testincludingsecateurs
,

shearsand
loppers . Thesixtesterswereasked to try
each of themandreportbackwithmarks
out of fiveforvalueformoney,

effectiveness
, appearance ,

ease
of

use
anddurability.

Someweretoolsourtesterswould
useeverydaywhileothersweremore
specialised ,

forspecificjobs in thegarden.
Onceboththescoresandcomments

werenoted
,

wewereleftwith a clear
overallwinner . However

,

thequestion of

whichwerethebestbudgetbuyand
whichthemostdesirable

,

createdmuch
moredebate.

BURGONANDBALL
ANVILSECATEURS
Thesesecateurshave

a fullyhardenedand
tempered , highcarbon
steelblade

,

durableresin
anvilandalloyhandles
coveredwith a

comfortable
brightorangegrip.
Cutsup to 2cm

(

3

/ 4in
)

diameter.
PRICE£16.95
FROMwww.
burgonandball.com

Bryansaid "

Theyhave
a goodcatchandfeelnice
andheavy.

"

THEPRUNETOOLTESTERS

FISKARS
TELESCOPIC
BYPASSLOPPERS
Thesebypass loppershave

strong , lightweight
aluminiumblades

.

The
upperbladehas a

non-stick coatingwhich
makesforeasiercutting
whiletheextendable
handlesmeanmore
leverageaswellas a

longerreach.
PRICE£29.99
FROMeng-uk.fiskars.com

Colinsaid " Theadjustment
mechanism is reallygood
but

,

whenthey're fully
extended

,

it isn'
t
aseasy

to
cut. "

ColinandDavecomp .

7

"

BurgonandBallanvilsecs
ei

andtheManTitchmarsh
ratchetsecateurs
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DARLACTOPIARY
SHEARS
Traditionalshapingtooland
idealforgeneraltrimming
aroundthegarden . Lightand
easy to handlewith a carbon
steelgripandblades.
PRICE£11.20
FROMwww.darlac.com

Bryansaid "

They' re quitehard
workbuttheydocutwell . Also,beinga reallybrightredcolour

,

if youputthemdown
, youwon'

t

losethem. "

BURGONANDBALL
LEATHER-HANDLED
SHEARS
Softsqueezetopiaryshearswith
leatherhandleswhichcome in a

darkgreengiftbox . There's a

choice of pink or brownleather
andtwosizes.
PRICE£29.95small or £34.95
large
FROMwww.burgonandball.com

Margaretsaid "

Theycutvery
wellandcertainlydothejob ,

butthey're a littletoostiff to

useforanylength of

time. "

DARLACSTANDARD
TELESCOPICPOLE
PLUSTREEPRUNERS
Thepoleextends from1.32m

(

4ft
)

to 2.44m
(

8ft
)

.
It has

a doublepulleyandcompound
actionforeasierpruningand

a maximumcut of 2.5cm
(

lin
).

PRICEPole£16andtreepruner
head£15.95

(

15other
attachmentsavailable

)

FROMwww.twowests.co.uk

Suesaid "

It' s verygoodandeasy
to adjust ,

in fact ,

it'
s
asgoodas

any I havetried. "

ALANTITCHMARSH
RATCHETSECATEURS
Ratchetsecateursthatare
idealforcuttingback
overgrownbushesandfoliage
andtheratchetmechanism
helpstacklethickertwigs
andbranches.
PRICE£11.99
FROMwww.bulldoghandtools.
co.uk

Suesaid "

They're juddery ,

not
a smoothaction at allandthe
lockingcatch is tootight -

couldn' t evenopen it!

"
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Gardengear

BURGONANDBALL
CUT-AND-HOLD
PRUNERS
Bypasscuttersforthorny
plants or onesthat irritatethe
skin .

Theblades' squeezing
actioncauses a gripping
device to lockontothestem

,

holding it firmly ,

soyoudon' t

have to touchtheplant at all.
PRICE£15.95
FROMwww.burgonandball.
corn

Margaret said "

Theyarevery
goodandcomfortable .

For
theprice , theydo a great job. "

SPEARANDJACKSONAR ZORSHARP26IN
67,10

- ADVANCELOPPERS
A heavydutyanvillopping jaw

I
actionmeansmorepowerwith

I

lesseffort . Theanvil is coatedfor
smoother cutting ,

andthe
handleshavenon-slipgrips . Max
cuttingdiameter4.5cm

(

2in
)

PRICE£34.99
FROMwwwspear"and-jackson.

d Margaret
discussthemerits

of

theBurgonandBatt
cut-and-holdpruners

com

Suesaid "

Theydealwithanythick
stuffeasily .

Theonlyproblem is

thehead is a littletoowide. "

FISKARSLARGE
BYPASS
PROFESSIONALGEAR
ACTIONPRUNERS
Theseprunershave a gear
actionmechanismfor
increasedcuttingpowerand
anergonomically angled
cuttingheaddesign.
PRICE£21.99
FROMeng-uk.fiskars.com

Colinsaid "

, likethese
, they're

a
niceshapeandworkwell

,

butyoucancatchyour
fingeronthenarrowedge of

thehandle. "

DARLACGARDENERS
SCISSORS
Tough ,

rust-resistantandrazor
sharp ,

thesescissorsareideal
fordeadheading , lightpruning
andcuttingtwine .

Theblades
aremade of chrome-plated
carbonsteelandthePVCgrips
mouldto suityourhand.
PRICE£7.50
FROMwww.darlac.com

Colinsaid "Areallynicesharp
pair of

scissors
. They're

expensive ,

buttheyaremore
robustthantheylook. "
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VALUEFORTOOLS EFFECTIVENESSAPPEARANCEEASEOFUSEDURABILITYOVERALL
MONEY
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BURGONANDBALLDARLACPOLEWITHTREEBURGONANDBALL
CUT-AND-HOLDPRUNERSPRUNERANDTHEBURGONANDLEATHER-HANDLED SHEARS
TheseingeniousprunerswerepopularandBALLCUT-AND-HOLDPRUNERSAllmembers of thepanelwouldbe
scoredwellwitheveryone . Thefact is

, theyWetried to geteveryone to choose justdelighted to gettheBurgonandBall
dowhattheysaytheydo - theygripbeforeonewinner in thiscategory ,

buttheyLeatherHandledShearsas a gift.
cuttingandtheycutwouldn'

t budge .

TheBurgonandBallTheyallfelttheyhad a real
verywellindeed .Ganten Pruners werechosenforqualityaboutthemandthe

0

.

,

.

Ourpanelalsoaddedtouch of thesoft

big or too fordoing a greexpensive! OVERA T T Pruners
were praisedtjob pLicimadethemtoodesirable u-r,

/ 31 iy -
" LA aBEasn sine theae tree: . sTohnes Dalready a rta c r r e e

foramodestprice. 137.4-i. 'UDGET to

ignore.

Ga ft, leather-coveredhandles
andanattractive

box T T TyUN.
rabtl Y

Li

)

,

BES
theywerenottoo Tlikedthefactthat

FISKARSUNIVERSAL
TELESCOPIC
GARDENCUTTERS
Thismulti-usetoolextends
to 3.4m

(

11ft
)

andthe
cuttinganglecanbeadjusted
byup to 26degrees .

The
adjustableheadandsliding
cuttingmechanism ensures
fast

, easyandsafepruning.
PRICEf99.99
FROMeng-uk.fiskars.com

Alansaid ' Thecutter is good
andlong ,

but
it

is quite
difficult to handleandhas
limiteduse. "

Subscribe at www.gardenanswersmagazine.co.uk / subscribe

BOSCHCISO
CORDLESSSECATEURS
Innovativebatterypowered
secateurswith a strong

" Power-BladeSystem
" for

effortlesspruningand a

cuttingdiameter of up to

1.4cm
(

1/2in
)

. Also featuresan
easy- to-usechargerand
safetylock.
PRICEf59.99
FROMwww.bosch.co.uk

Davesaid "

It'
s good , apart

fromthetrigger - whenyougo
to use

it

there isn'
t anyspace

foryourfingerbetweenthe
guardandthetrigger.

"

GardenAnswers93
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