
Sharparoundtheedges
GeoffHodgelookssharpandchecksout a widerange of

toolsharpenersavailableonthemarketnow

THERE

aresomegarden
tools thatneed a sharp
blade to work

efficiently ,

otherwisetheycan
domoredamage thangood or

notperformproperly.
Theobvious contenders are

knives
,

shears
,

secateurs
,

Multi-sharp
ToolsSecateur &

LopperSharpener

Siliconcarbidesharpener. For
secateurs

, loppers , prunersandknives.

Grindingjiglocks to blade to ensure

sharpening at thecorrectangle.
" Length5cm

(

2in
)

" Priceguide£5.95

Multi-SharpToolsShear
& ScissorSharpener

loppersandotherpruners.
A good , sharpbladewill
produce a cleancut - essential
whenpruningplants to

ensurethecuthealsquickly
andpreventsdisease

problems . Lessobviousare
hoes

. Whenhoeing ,

theaim
is

to slicethroughtheweeds'
stems at or neargroundlevel
with

a sharpblade - not
bludgeonthem to death

Tungstencarbidesharpener.
Forscissorsandshears . Screwson

to a bench or theback
of

a sheddoor - screwsincluded.
" Length15cm

(

6in
)

" Priceguide£6.50
Boththesesharpeners areavailableaspart of a Gardening Tool

SharpeningKit
,

which alsoinclude
a sharpenerforeithercylinder

mower or rotary mowerblades
.
Therotarymowersharpenerwill

alsosharpenhoes
, spades , edgingironsandaxes.

"Priceguide£15.95-£20 ,40
, depending onmower type

andsize
" Commentforboth thetoolssecateur & lopper

sharpenerandtoolsshearandscissorsharpener
Neithertool is suited forcarrying aroundwhileyougarden.
Thesharpening
kitsaregreat
valuefor
moneyand
suitablefor
allyour
garden tools.

Spear & JacksonRazorsharp
6-in-1BladeSharpener
Tungstencarbideandaluminiumoxidesharpenerwithdifferent
sharpeners fordifferenttools . Forknives

,
scissors

,
secateurs

,

loppers andshears . Anti-rust andcleaning , lubricating oilandpad
stored in thehandle . Plasticbodywithnon-slipgripandbuilt-in
fingerguardforprotection.

" Length 11cm
(

41
/ 4in

)

" Priceguide£8.49
(

* CommentVerycomfortable to useandwill
getintothetightestspace ,

suchasthe
base of secateurblades . Good
handguardforthe
squeamish.

with
a bluntone!

It alwaysamazesmehow
fewpeopleevenknowabout
this - letalonecarry it out.

When I givetalks to

gardeningclubsandaskthe
audiencethequestion , usually
less than10%% of themsharpen
theirsecateursandevenfewer
sharpen theirhoes.

In fact
,

I metoneperson
whobuys a newbladeforhis

Blade-TechKnifeSharpener

BosmereMultiSharpener

secateurs everyyear . When
askedwhy,

hesaid to have
a sharpblade

, obviously! He
wasamazed thattheblade
couldbesharpened.

I' vehadmycurrent
secateurs formorethan18

yearsandhaveneverreplaced
theblade

;

I sharpen it

whenever
I usethem.

Therearenumerous types
of sharpenersavailable.

Tungstencarbidesharpener. Forknives
,

scissors
, secateurs, loppers ,

shears
,

mowerbladesandscythes . Comeswith a canvasbeltpouch
to protectthesharpener.

" Length7.5cm
(

3in
)

" Priceguide£10
" Comment Veryhandy

andsmallenough
to getinto the
tightestspace ,

suchasthe
base of

secateur blades.

BosmereSharpeningStone

A twogradesharpening stone forsharpeningall types of

blades
fromgardenshears

,
secateurs

,
chisels

,

scissorsandknives
to mowers . Usewithhouseholdoilforbestresults.

" Length19.5cm
(

73Ain
)

" Priceguide£4.25
" CommentAlthough too large to carryaround thegarden ,

this
is verygoodforsharpening a

widerange of garden tools
,

especially
larger
blades ,

including
shears

,

hoesnd
evenspades.

v(
rAi

Tungstencarbidesharpener . Forknives
,
scissors

, snipsand
secateurs . Anti-rust andcleaning ,

oilwipepadstored in thehandle.

Fibreglassreinforcednylonbodywithbuilt-inplastic fingerguard
forprotection.

" Length15cm
(

6in
)

" Priceguide£9.75
" Comment Verycomfortable to useandwillgetinto thetightest

space ,

suchasthebase of secateur blades.
Fingerguardforthesqueamish.

1

Burgon & Ball
SharpeningSteel

Carborundum andoilstones
havebeenaroundforeverand
anyonethat looksaftertheir
household

or woodworking
tools is likely to

haveone
in

theshed .
Butgenerally they

arereallyquitelargeand
cumbersome andyoucouldn' t

carrythemaroundwithyou
whengardening.

Nowwehave
a

widerange
of small

,

hand-held

sharpeners thatarereally
handy forusgardeners.

Somearebasedondiamond
- one of thehardestmaterials
known to man - soarebound
to get a good ,

nicesharp
blade

. Othersuseotherhard
materials

,

suchastungsten
carbide - which is onlybeaten

in hardnessbydiamond
,

soagainwillgive a very
goodbladefinish.

TheSharpening Steel is idealforsharpening
mediumsized blades

,
suchasshears.

" Length19cm
(

71
/ zin

)

" Priceguide£9.95

Burgon & Ball
Miniature
SharpeningSteel

TheMiniatureSharpening Steel
is perfectforcarryingaround
thegarden to sharpen small
knives

,
secateursandother

small-bladedcuttingtools.
" Length9.5cm

(

31/2in
)

" Priceguide£7.95

" Commentforboth
sharpening steels
Good traditional sharpening
steels . Theseareboth
magnetised ,

sothefillings
stick

to thesteelrather
thanremainingonthe
bladewhere theyare
liable to gorusty.

CreativeProductsGardenSharp
Tungstencarbidesharpener. Forknives ,

scissors
,
secateurs

, loppers
andshears . Anti-rust andcleaning , lubricatingoilandpadstored in

thehandle.
" Length15cm

(

6in
)

" Priceguide£6.99
" Comment A handysharpener forcuttingtools.

Willgetintothetightestspaceand is goodvaluetoo.
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BEST
BUY
" de A

Winour
' bestbuy
Wehave10pairs of

the
BestBuyDarlacDiamond
Sharpeners to giveaway!
Sendyournameand
address to

GardenNews
ToolSharpenerGiveaway ,

POBox57
,

Coates
,

PeterboroughPE72FE or

enteronline at
www.

greatcornpetitions.co.uk
Closingdate

is January 3.

Pleasewrite ' donot
Contact' if youdon' t want

to becontactedbyus or by
selected

moons.
Darlac

DarlacDP100F &
DP100C

DiamondSharpeners
Diamondsharpeners . Plastic handles . Use
DP100F

(
fine

) forpruners,

knives
,

smallblades

andfinishingoff, UseDP100C
(

coarse
) forshears

andaxes
, roughing in andhoningheavier

steelblades.
" Length15cm

(

6in
)

" Priceguide DP100F£7.99
;
DP100C

£9.99
"

CommentPocket-sized

sharpeners .
It'

s useful
havingtwogrades ,

so
youcanget a good
edgeon a wide
range of

tools.
And

,

considering
they' re

diamond
- extremely economical.

DMTDiamondDiaFoldSharpener
1111111111111111

Diamondsharpener.Forknives
,
scissors,

secateurs
, loppersandshears.

Double sided : fineforputtingon a sharpedge ;

coarseforsharpening
a neglectededge . Foldinghandle to protectthesharpening surface.

" Length24cm
(

91/2in
)

whenopen
"

Priceguide£44
"

Comment Veryhandy , especially
astherearetwogradesonthesame

sharpener ,
soyoucanget a good

edgeon a
widerange of

tools.

Folding handleprotects the
sharpening section.

DraperToolsTCTMultiSharpener

Tungstencarbide sharpener.Forknives
,

scissors
,
secateurs, toppers

andshears . Anti-rust andcleaningpadstored
in

thehandle.

" Length12cm
(

43Ain
)

" Priceguide£5 ,99

"

CommentHandyand lightweight
anduseful for a wide range
of Cuttingandpruning
tools.

Felco903Sharpener
Diamondsharpener. Made

of

diamond-coated hardenedsteeland

perfectforthesharpening , strengthening andhoning of

a wide

range of
cutting tools.

" Length11cm
(

414in
)

"
Priceguide£24.99

"

Comment Handysharpener
whose shapehasbeen
speciallydesigned to

reachallblade
areas.

FiskarsXsharpAxe
andKnifeSharpener
Ceramicgrindstone sharpener. Two-in-onesharpenerwithsimple

pushmechanism to
switch . Grooves foreitheraxes or knives

,

which

helpproduce theoptimumbladesharpening angle.
" Length16.5cm

(

61/21n
)

"

Priceguide£13.99
"

Comment Goodsharpener
forknives or

axes.

Suppliers
Blade-Tech
01492642220
www.bladetech.co.uk

Bosmere
01293586200
www.bosmere.com

BurgonErBall
01142338262
www.burgonandball.com

CreativeProducts
01476564230
www.creativeproducts.
itd.uk

Darlac
01753547790
www.darlac.com

DMTavailable from
BuyBrandTools
01142513535
www.buybrandtools.com

AxminsterPowerTools
01297630007
www.axminster.co.uk

DraperTools
02380266355
www.draper.co.uk

FelcofromBurtonMcCall
01162344611
www.uk.felco.com

Fiskars
01159277335
www.fiskars.com

Multi-SharpTools
08707270436
www.multi-sharp.com

Spear & Jackson
01142814242
www.spear-and-jackson.
corn
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