Sharp around the edges

Geoff Hodge looks sharp and checks out a wide range of tool sharpeners available on the market now

HERE are some garden
I tools that need a sharp
blade to work

efficiently, otherwise they can
do more damage than good or
not perform properly.

. The obvious contenders are
knives, shears, secateurs,

loppers and other pruners.

A good, sharp blade will
produce a clean cut - essential
when pruning plants to
ensure the cut heals quickly
and prevents disease
problems, Less obvious are
hoes, When hoeing, the aim is
to slice through the weeds’
stems at or near ground level
with a sharp blade - not
bludgeon them to death

with a blunt one!

It always amazes me how
few people even know about
this - let alone carry it out.

WhenIgive talks to
gardening clubs and ask the
audience the question, usually
less than 10% of them sharpen
their secateurs and even fewer
sharpen their hoes.

In fact, I met one person
who buys a new blade for his

secateurs every year. When
asked why, he said to have
a sharp blade, obviously! He
was amazed that the blade
could be sharpened.

T've had my current
secateurs for more than 18
years and have never replaced
the blade; I sharpen it
whenever [ use them.

There are numerous types
of sharpeners available.

Carborundum and oil stones
have been around forever and
anyone that looks after their
household or woodworking
tools is likely to have one in
the shed. But generally they
are really quite large and
cumbersome and you couldn’t
carry themn around with you
when gardening.

Now we have a wide range ’

of small, hand-held

sharpeners that are really
handy for us gardeners.

Some are based on diamond
- one of the hardest materials
known to man - so are bound
to get a good, nice sharp
blade. Others use other hard
materials, such as tungsten
carbide - which is only beaten
in hardness by diainond, *
so again will give a very
good blade finish.
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