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They
say a badworkmanalwaysblames

histools : well if 2011was a

disappointing growingyearforyou ,

maybe it'
s time to splashoutonsomenew

gardeningequipment .Orperhapsyou' re new
to

theGYOgameandwant to kitoutyour
shed

: eitherway ,

it'
s wise to dosomeresearch

beforeshellingouton a fancy-looking spade
thatgivesyoublisters or

,

worseyet ,

backache.

Essentialequipment
SowhatshouldtheGYOer' s basictoolkit
contain? A spade ,

hoe
,

fork
,

rake
,

troweland
handfork

,

andknifeareallessentials . For
allotmenteers in particular ,

a wheelbarrow is

veryhandyforthatslog to themanurestack or

forcarryingthatbag of compostbackfromthe
tradingshed . If you' re a fruitgrower ,

secateurs
,

a pruningsawandlopperswillbe
invaluable . And I neversee a crowbaras a

badinvestment it willsaveyouwrecking a

goodforkwhenattempting to lift a paving
slab

or diggingout a bigstone . If you' re

smuglythinking ' got it all!' at thispoint ,

here' s
thefinalcheck doyouhave

a

decentsharpening tool to keepthem in

goodorder? I likeMultiSharp' s
4-in-1

toolsharpenerandtheAnySharp
Edge :

andforunder a fewpounds
eitherwillkeepyourprecioustools in

goodnickforyears.

" FORALLOTMENTEERS
INPARTICULAR

,

A

WHEELBARROW IS

VERYHANDYFOR
CARRYINGBAGS
OFCOMPOST "

time
If you' re kittingyourselfoutwithsome
toolsforthegrowingseasonahead

,

followJanePerrone'
s verysensible

advicebeforemakingthefinalselection
Realinvestments
Youcanpayanythingfrom a tennerandupfor
thebiggertools : however a reallydecentspade
or

forkwith
a woodenshaftmade of ashand

a forgedsteelheadfromthelikes of Sneeboer
,

Bulldog or Burgon & Ballcouldsetyouback
f30-£100

,

butshouldcomewith a good
guarantee of 10years or moreandlastyou a

lifetime of gardening if youtakegoodcare
. If

moneyreally is noobject or youfancyadding
somethingspecial to yourbirthdaylist you

reallycan' t beatthebronze-headed tools
madebyImplementations . Theyare

beautifullycrafted
,

comewith a

lifetimeguarantee ,

andthebronze is

evenreputed to repelslugsandsnails.
Thedownside

of thecombination of

woodandmetal is weight : if you

prefer a lightweight tool
,

thereareother
optionsmadefromaluminium

,

carbonfibre or

plastic . These toolscanbehardonthehands
,

sogofora makethathassoft-griphandles I

likeFiskars'GardenLightrange.

On a budget?
It'

s
a falseeconomy to buycheaptools

,

or so
goestheoldadage . Butthat' s nogood if you
don' t have thesparecashfor

a decentset
fromnew afterall

,

one of thereasonsmany
of usgrowveg is to savemoney . Seekout
goodqualitysecondhandtools instead

.
It'

s
not

ashardasyou' d think : first
,

askaroundamong
friendsandfamily youmaybesurprised
whattheyhave lyingaroundthatthey' ll give
or

lendyou .
Orgoonlineandvisitcommunity

recycling sitessuchasFreecycleandFreegle ,

onlineclassifiedssitePreloved
, junkshopsand

auctions .
If youwant to buynewon

a budget ,

consider a multi-headedtoolsystem : choose a

handleandadddifferentheadattachments for
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eachjob . TryWolfGarten' s multi-change
system ,

WilkinsonSword '

s SpaceSaver or

Gardena's

CombiSystem . If yougardenwith a

partner , youcouldbuytwodifferenthandle

lengthssoyoucanbothworkcomfortably ; plus
there' s

less to carry to theallotment if you
don' t haveonsitestorage.

Safetyandsecurity
Bear in

mindwhereyourtoolswillbestored
andhowsecuretheywillbe .

If youleaveyour
kit in yourallotmentshed

,

it'
s

advisable to steer
clear of expensivetoolsthatcouldbe a target
forthieves

,

or takethevaluableoneshome
withyou . And if you' re

thekind of personwho
is alwaysleavingtoolsstuck in

theground ( yes ,

Iamguiltyascharged ) , buyoneswithbrightly
colouredhandles WolfGarten'

s
arebright

red
,

forinstance
,

and I neverlosemytrusty (

if

pricey )

red-handledFelcotools or youcan
simplypaintyourexistingwoodenhandles in

daygloworange!

`THEGROWYOUROWNER' S

BASICTOOLKITSHOULD
NTAIN A SPADE

,

HOE
,

RK
,

RAKE
,

TROWEL
D HANDFORKAT

Don'
t

knives
or

yourmoney
confusing

Canterbury .

have room in

Likewise
,

there
have a deeppocketand

It is
,

however
makersoffer

smaller ladies'tools

spadewhichare
morecomfortable
smallerhands

lengthandweighting
stoop or is
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