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ManufacturerModel� &� NumberTypical�saleprice�

Bulldog�Evergreen�handtrowel7112770680£5.52�
Bulldog�Evergreen� hand fork7111770680£5.52�
Burgon &� BallSophieConrantrowel£14.95
Burgon &�

BallSophieConranfork£14.95
Burgon &� BallSophieConranweeder£14.95
Burgon &� BallMid�handled�trowel£12.95
Burgon &� BallFerntrowel£11.95
DarlacRubberhandled� trowelDP540�£7.99�
DarlacRubberhandled� forkDP541�£7.99�
Draper S�

/�

steel� transplanting� trowel44985�£6.27�
DraperPlastic�hand trowel53162�£1.80�
Fiskars�Transplanting�trowel137103£6.90�
SneeboerTransplanting� trowel4007£25.95
SneeboerHandfork5020£25.95
SneeboerJekyllfork8008£25.95
Wilkinson�Sword� S�

/�

steel�handtrowel1111121W£10.99
Wilkinson�Sword� S�

/�

steel�hand fork1111122W£10.99
WOLF-Garten�Plantingtrowel2916000�£9.99�
WOLF-Garten�Flowerfork2921000�£9.99�
WOLF-Garten�Weeding� /� plantingknife� 2771000�£9.99�

TRIED�AND�TESTEDHANDTROWELS�AND�FORKS�

Small�but�perfectly�formed
Eachmonth�
Joyce�Russell�puts
somegardening�tools�

to

the� test.This�month�
20different� types� of

handtrowels�and�forks�

Imust�

confess� to being�the�owner� of a� very
old�troweland�forkset�thatwas�given� to

medecades� ago� .� The�prongs of the�fork
havetwisted�and�the�trowelhas�seenbetter
times� .�

You�won' t� besurprised� to hearthat I�

don' t� use�themoften� these�days.�
It

has�been a� delight� to testsomenew�

hand tools� .� There' s� a� surprising range�
available�

,�

with a� variety� of shaped heads�and�
handles� madefromdifferent�materials� .� All� of

themperform�betterthanmyold�set� .�
In fact

,�

I� think� I' m� a� convert� -� I�
nolongerneed to

stand�up to use� a� longfork
,�

thendropback
down to

knees�whenweeding� a� border .� All� I�

need is a� goodshort-handled� troweland�

weeding� fork.�
The� following� tools�werechosenfor�the�

test to givesomeidea of the�variety�available.

Many of the�manufacturers�make a� widerange�
of

handforks�and�trowels�
,�

not� justthe�ones
listed .�

Look at websites to findout�more
,�

or

request� a� catalogue�fromsuppliers.

Testing� trowels�for�transplanting.

Tools�are�often�soldseparately -�
mix�and�

match� to get�onesthatyou�like.�

Burgon and Ball -Lolly
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What to lookfor�

Is-appearance� important?
Handtools�are�sometimes� given�asgifts�and�
theyare�often�onview in a� kitchen�

,� porch� or

conservatorywhennot� in use� .� It'� s� not�
unreasonable to wanttools�that looknice
justmakesuretheyalso functionwellfor�you.

How�muchdoyou�want
to pay?

There�are�handtools�available� to match�all�

budgets� .� Mostmanufacturers� provide� a� range�
to choosefrom .� At the�cheapestend�

,�

a� plastic�
trowelwilldothe�job� if you�are�growing� in

containers
or bedsfilledwithfinecompost� .�

If

you�havestony�soilthenyou�shouldpay�more
for� a� tougher� tool .� Boxed�setslooklovelybut�
can�command� a� higherprice.

I� haven' t� featuredthemhere
,�

but�some
manufacturers�makemulti-toolsets

(�

WOLFGartenand�Wilkinson� Sword� for�example� )�

.� These�
consist� of a� universal� handlewith a� range� of

cliponheads� .� Thiscan�be a� usefuloption if you�want
a� widerange� of hand tools� at a� reasonableprice.

SophieConran trowel is great� for�potting�on.�

Type of head
You�might�besurprised� at how�muchchoice
there�

is
.� There�are�broad�headed trowels�and�

narrowones .� There�are�somewithrounded�
endsand�otherswithpointed�ones .� There� are�
heads� markedwith a� depth�measuring� ruler�
and�othersthatare�designed to lift
deeprooted weeds.

Asfor�forks�
;� you�can�choosebetween�two�

,�

three�
or fourprongs (�

tines�
)�

.� There�are�broad�
tines�and�narrowones .� Someare�designed to

liftdeep-rooted�weeds�and�otherswilldig�
between� rows

of plants .� Tines� thatare�

sharpened� to a� point�willslipintothe�ground
easier thanblunt�ones.�

Stainless�steel� is a� goodmaterial for� the�head
of a� trowel

or fork .� Thiscan�beas a� polished or

roughened� surface�
,�

but�eitherway� ,�

the� tool
won'

t� rust if
it'� s� put�awaydamp or leftoutside.

Carbonsteel�heads�are�usually�coated to

protect� fromrusting� .�
A� coloured coating�can�

make tools�easierto spot if theyare�leftaround
the�garden.�

Choose a� handle thatfitsyourhand.�

Handletype
There� is plenty of choice in thisdepartmentso
don' t� jumpfor�the�first�one�you�see.

You�can�choosebetween� wooden
,� plastic�

or rubber .� Grips� can�beshaped or raisedto

give a� firmerhold .� Handles�come in different�
diameter grips� and� at different� lengths.

Balance�and�weight is

importantyou

want a� toolthatfitsyourhandnicelyand� isn' t�

awkward� to hold.�
If you�are�prone� to losingtools� in the�

garden ,�

thengofor� a� rot-proof�handle .� A� bright
coloured handle can�maketools�easier to find.�

Takeyour timeand�don'
t�
beshy�about�

hefting� a� few� tools� in yourhandbeforeyou�
decidewhich�one� to buy.

Two�lovelyweeding� forks.

Choose a� forkheadthatsuits�the� task.�

Trowel heads� come in manyshapesand�sizes.

Stylish�Burgon &� Ballferntrowel.�

Joyce' s� pi.�
I' d� actuallybepleased� to begiven�
any� of

these�handtools�
.� Theyare�all�nicely

made
,�

comfortable� to use�and�don'
t� look

as if theywillfallapart�any� timesoon.�
I' m�going� to mention�three�that I�

particularly like.�

Sneerboer� and�Burgon &� Ball
The�SneeboerJekyllforkand�the�Burgon &�

BallSophieConranweederare�comparable
tools� in someways (� push intosoil

,�

twist�
and�liftweeds�

).

The� Sneeboerone� is a� heavier�dutytool
and�

it has� longer tines�
,�

which� probably
makes� it moreuse�for� a� serious� veg�grower.�

The� SophieConranone�
is attractively

boxed�and� it would�makeanunusual�
present� for� a� gardener who�spendstime
weeding� borders.

DraperStainless�Steel�
Transplanting� Trowel
Thistoolticks�all� of the�boxes�for�me.�
Small�woodenFSC�handle .� Narrowpointed�
head

,�

withenoughkickup at the�back to

prevent� soilfalling�off�
.�
Ontop� of that

there' s� a� goodclear�depth�gauge� (�

labelled
in inches am I� showing� myage? ).

I� "�

Burgon and Ball -Lolly
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3� Bulldog� Evergreen�HandTrowel

www.bulldogtools.co.uk

4�
WOLF-Garten� Weeding� /� Planting

Knife�www.WOLF-Garten.co.uk�

5� Burgon &� BallSophieConran
Weederwww.burgonandball.com�

6�

Sneeboer JekyllFork
www.sneeboer.com

7� Burgon &� BallMid�Handled� Trowel
www.burgonandball.com�

8�
Sneeboer Transplanting� Trowel

www.sneeboer.com

9� Sneeboer HandFork
www.sneeboer.com

Fiskars�Transplanting�Trowel
www.fiskars.com�

Draper S�

/�

Steel�Transplanting�Trowel

www.draper.co.uk

DraperPlastic�HandTrowel
www.draper.co.uk

DarlacRubberHandled� Trowel
www.darlac.com

DarlacRubberHandled� Fork
www.darlac.com

Burgon &�
BallSophieConran

Trowelwww.burgonandball.com.

Burgon &� BallSophieConranFork
www.burgonandball.com.

Wilkinson� Sword� S�

/�

Steel�Hand
Trowelwww.wilkinsonsword-tools.co.uk

Wilkinson� Sword� S�

/�

Steel�HandFork
www.wilkinsonsword-tools.co.uk

WOLF-Garten� PlantingTrowel
www.WOLF-Garten.co.uk�

WOLF-Garten� FlowerFork
www.WOLF-Garten.co.uk�

Robust tool .� Rubbergrip is comfortable� to
holdand� the�green-coated carbonsteel�

headwilltake a� lot� of punishmentwithout�deteriorating� .� Heavier�thansomeothers.�

I� reallylikethistoolfor�lifting�deep-rooted� weeds.The� narrowstainless� steel� '� blade' can�

bepusheddownnext to the�rootwithout�disturbing the�soil to
eitherside.The head of

the�tool is longer thanmosttrowels�soit
reaches�deeper -� still�won' t� get�the� lowest

lengths� of a� longdockroot In one�hit�
,�

but� it
works� wellfor�dandelions.�

A� twist�actionweederwith three�prongs .�
Madeasabove.

Again� ,�
the�samesimpleand�strongconstruction .� I� likethis

tool
at least� asmuchasthe�SophieConrancomparable one.

JOYCE'
S�

CHOICE

JOYCE'
S�

CHOICE

The�slightly longerhandlemakes�thistoolgoodfor�reaching to
the�back of a� border or the�

middle
of

a� raisedbed� .� Would� alsobe a�
usefultoolfor� a� gardener in a� wheelchair.�

Nice

build� quality� withpolished stainless�steel�head
,�
woodenhandleand� leather� hanging� strap.

I�reallylikethe�simple functionality� of
Sneeboer tools.The� handle

is ash�
(�

FSC�
)�

and� the�

head is hand-forged�unpolishedstainless� steel� .� But�whatmakes�thistoolspecial� is
that

the� edges� of the�headare�sharpened�along� the�sides� .�
It

sliced through�compacted� soil
without� a� bother .� It

did� thisoverand�overand�afterwards
if

lookedas it
it was�still�fresh�

from the�manufacturer
(�

unlikepolished stainless� steel� which�doestend to
scratch�

).

Samebuild�quality�asabove� -� unpretentious�but�willlastfor�years� .�Broader� tines� than
someforks�

,� but�prettysharp.

Orangeflashes�onthe�handlemake thistooleasy to spot.Thelong ,� sharp� pointed�
headmake it a� great�plantingtool .� Has� a� goodlength headand� is lightweight.
Contoured�rubberhandlehas�great�grip.�

Yes� please!� Woodenhandle
(�

FSC�
)�

.�
Polishedstainless�steel� head.�

The�cheapest in
the�bunch�

,�

but�not� to bescoffed� at .� It willscoop�compost� intopots
and�dig� light� soil

,�

noproblem� .� It might� not�last too� longwithharduse�
,�
but� it

won' t�
rot� or

rust if leftout� in the�rain.�

Rubber handlegives�goodgripand� the�polishedstainless�steel�headIs markedwith

plantingdepths .�
Boththe� troweland�forkwere a� littletoo�large� for�me

(�

small�hand

problem�again! )�

but�theymakegood ,� strongbasic� tools� for�someone� withlargerhands.

See�above.The� forkhas� three�broad� tines�
,�

(�

with a� bend to givemore leverage )�

.�
Red�

flashes�onhandles�make tools�easy to
find.�

I�just lovethe� look of

thisone.The� small�handle fitsmysmall�handand�the�deeply
curvedhead is perfect�for�scoopingcompost�intopots .�

Madeasbelow.

The�SophieConran tools�makeanattractiveset�
;�
withbeech�woodhandles�

(�

FSC�
)�

,�

brass� ferrules and�polishedstainless�steel�heads.The� forkhas�sharp�points ,�

which�do
make a� difference whendigging� in

a� compacted� soil.�

Classic�
,� strongand�attractive.This� trowelhas� a� sharpened� round�edge at the�front� .� It is

broad�enough to
hold a� scoop� of

soiland�yet�narrowenough to use�as a� planting
trowel .�

A� goodall-rounder�and�a� lovelygiftwithits�woodenhandleand� leather� loop.�

See�above� .� The� forkfromthisset�has�three� tines�and� a�
narrowhead

,�
which�makes� it

light� and�comfortable�
to

use.

Brightcolouredhandles�onWOLF-Garten� tools�meanyou�can�spottheminstantly.The�
narrowheadonthistool is designedfor�planting .�

A� light� and�well-balanced� trowel

that'� s� comfortable� to use.

Thisforkhas�fournarrow tines.The�head is quite�large�and�hence�
it'� s�

anefficient� tool
for�weeding� a� largerarea .�Comfortable� handlegrip.�

"�

.10�
"�

0�

,�
,�

he test�results�

Manufacturer
/�

tool

1� Burgon &� BallFernTrowel
www.burgonandball.com�

2� Bulldog�Evergreen� HandFork
www.bulldogtools.co.uk.�

gr

-�

I�
lit�

Comments

The�stainless�steel� headrunsasone�piece�upthe�back of the�handle -� gives�extra�

strengthbut� is
a�

bit�chillyonthe� fingers� in
coldweather� .� It is light� ,�

slimand� is goodfor�

transplanting� .�Alsomakes� a� perfect� job� of sliding� bulbs�down to a� gooddepth� in

the�

ground ,�

or intopots of compost.

Functional three�prong� forkwithsharp�enoughends to work in tough�soil .�Same rubber

gripand�coatedheadasabove� .�
A� cheap� ,� strongand�practical�set.

"� "-""

FSC� =� ForestStewardship� Council�Certified�

-�

5�
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