
VERTICALplanting is anideal
way to makethemost of

limited
spaceandhideunsightly
eyesores but it

doesn' t necessarily
have to involveclimbers.

Anyonevisitingthemajorgarden
shows thisyearwillnodoubtseeanarray

of
verticalplanting , featuringrich

tapestries of plants in weirdand
wonderfulstructures

,

whichaim to addcolour
andform to

anotherwisevacantspace.
Indeed

,

verticalplantingcaughton
severalyearsago , inspiredbyFrenchman
PatrickBlanc

,

a pioneer in thisfieldwho
hastransformedmanybuildings'facades
intolivingart

, planting richmixtures of

lushfoliageplants.
Thisconcept is ideal if youhavelimited

spaceonyourpatio or simplywant to
hide

anuglywall or fenceandwhilesome of

thedesignsyousee at gardenshowsmay
seemimpractical or simplytoocomplex to

construct in
a modernsetting ,

manufacturersareattempting to meetdemand
with a number of simpleoptions.

Youcannowbuyanything fromsimple
blackcanvaspocketswith a

number of

holes in themfortheplants ,

whichattach
to

thewall
,

to saladandherbvertical
planters , livingartframesdisplaying a

combination of plants ,

andtroughswhich
willhouselushgreenplantsover a

wide
area of wall

, equippedwithwater
reservoirswhichwillprovide a steadytrickle to

theplantsastheyneed it.

" Verticalplantinghasincreased in pop

Verticallimit
ularitybecause it makesbestuseout of

theurbangardenwherespace is limited
,

whilelivingwallsaresustainable
,

ecofriendly, purifytheairandreducethe
heat in towns

,

"

saysGillianBond of

Treebox
,

a livingwallspecialist.
Indeed

,

it' s knownthatplants
significantlyimprovethesurroundingair
quality ,

reducesoundpollution ,

increase
biodiversity ,

insulatebuildingsandcool
ourswelteringcities in thesummer.

Whileelaborateschemesareavailable
whichinvolveprofessionalinstallation

,

domesticgardenerscancreatetheirown
livingwallsandverticalplantings
withouthaving to beDIYexperts.

On a
smallscale

, Burgon & Ballhas
justlauncheditsVerti-Plant . Madefrom
heavydutynon-wovenmaterial

,

it

featuresplantingpocketsandaninternal
irrigationsystemwhichallowswater to

filterfromonepocket to
thenext

,

while
thebottompocketsaresealed to reduce
dripsandmess . Priced£9.95fortwo

,

it' s

available in selectedgardencentres.
Withlargerconstructions

, youmay
havemoresuccessgoingforlushfoliage
plantsratherthanflowers . Good
specimensforwallplanting include ferns

,

euphorbia , ajuga ,

heucheraandgerani-
ums . Placeshade-lovingvarieties at the
base of theareaandsun-lovers

,

suchas
geraniums , thymeandsage ,

at thetop.
Addsomespringbulbsfor a happy

surprisewhen it is stillcold
,

andtrysome
wildstrawberries forthechildren to pick
allsummer.
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