
Theonly
way is up

Anyone

visitingthe
majorgardenshows
thisyearwillno
doubtseeanarray of

verticalplanting , featuringrich
tapestries of plants in weird
andwonderfulstructures

,

which
aimto addcolourandform to

anotherwisevacantspace.
Indeed

,

verticalplanting
caughtonseveralyearsago ,

inspiredbyFrenchmanPatrick
Blanc

,

a pioneer in thisfield
whohastransformedmany
buildings' facadesintoliving
art

, plantingrichmixtures
of lushfoliageplants.

Thisconcept is
ideal if

youhavelimitedspace
onyourpatioor

simplywant
to

hideanugly
wall or fence.
Whilesome

of
the

designs
yousee
at garden
shows

mayseem

impractical
or simplytoo
complex to

construct in a

modernsetting ,

manufacturers
areattempting to meetdemand
with a number of simpleoptions.

Youcannowbuyanything
fromsimpleblackcanvas

Gillian
Bond of

Treebox
,

a

livingwall
specialist

byHannahStephenson

pocketswith a number
of

holes in themfortheplants ,

whichattach to thewall
,

to

saladandherbvertical
planters , livingartframes
displaying a combination of

plants ,

andtroughswhichwill
houselushgreenplantsover
a widearea of wall

, equipped
withwaterreservoirswhich
willprovide a steadytrickle
to theplantsastheyneed it.

" Verticalplantinghas
increased in popularity

because
it makes

thebestuse of

theurbangarden
wherespace is

limited
,

while
livingwallsare

sustainable
,

ecofriendly , purify
theairand
reducethe
heat in

towns
,

"

says
GillianBond

of Treebox
,

a livingwall
specialist.
Indeed

,

it' s

knownthatplants
significantlyimprove

thesurroundingairquality,

reducesoundpollution ,

increasebiodiversity ,

insulate
buildingsandcoolour
swelteringcities in thesummer.

Vertigro ,

a free-standing
modularsystem
enablingyou to

growyourown
flowersand

L_vegetables
,d

Whileelaborateschemes
areavailablewhichinvolve
professionalinstallation

,

domesticgardenerscancreate
theirownlivingwallsand
verticalplantingswithout
having to

beDIYexperts.
On a smallscale

, Burgon
& Ballhasjustlaunchedits
Verti-Plant . Madefromheavy
dutynon-wovenmaterial

,

it

featuresplantingpocketsand
aninternalirrigationsystem
whichallowswater to

filter
fromonepocket to thenext

,

whilethebottompocketsare
sealed

to
reducedripsand

mess
, Prised£9.95fortwo

,

it'
s available in goodgarden

centresand at wpm : burgon
andball

. coin.

Alternatively , youcanframe
a floral or foliagedisplay in

a

livingartframe
, priced£47.99

fromwww . gardenbeet . corn.
If you' re reluctant to fix

anythingon
to

a fence
or wall

buthavelimitedgroundspace ,

Vertigro ,

a free-standingmodular
system is worthconsidering.

It'
s designed to hang

standardsizedgrowbagsverticallyfrom
thefree-standing frame . The
sandwichdesignallowsbags to

bechanged at theend of the
season . Priced£299

,

it willbe
availablefromtheend

of

March at www.vertigro.co.uk . "
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