
Trygrowi,pg ,afew
plantson theside

Theonlyway is up if youwant a
fashionablegarden in

2011
.

HannahStephensondiscoversverticalplanting

ANYONE

visitingthe
majorgardenshowsthis
yearwillnodoubtsee
anarray of vertical
planting , featuringrich

tapestries of plants in
weirdand

wonderfulstructures
,

whichaim to

addcolourandform to an
otherwisevacantspace.

Indeed
,

verticalplantingcaught
onseveralyearsago , inspiredby
FrenchmanPatrickBlanc

,

a

pioneer in
thisfieldwhohas

transformedmanybuildings'
facades intolivingart

, planting
richmixtures of

lushfoliageplants.
Thisconcept is

ideal
if youhave

limitedspaceonyourpatio or

simplywant to
hideanuglywall or

fenceandmanufacturers are
attempting to

meetdemandwith
a

numberof simpleoptions.
Youcannowbuyanything from

simpleblackcanvaspocketswitha

number of holes in themforthe
plants ,

whichattach to thewall
,

to

saladandherbverticalplanters ,

livingartframesdisplaying a

combination of plants ,

andtroughs
whichwillhouselushgreenplants
over

a wideareaof wall
, equipped

withwater reservoirswhichwill
provide a steadytrickle to the
plantsastheyneed it.

GillianBond
,

of
Treebox

,

a living
wallspecialist ,

said :

" Vertical
plantinghasincreased in

popularitybecause it makesbest
useout of

theurbangardenwhere
space is limited . Livingwallsare
sustainable

,
eco-friendly , purify

theairandreducetheheat in towns. "

It'
s
knownthatplantssignificantly

improvethesurrounding airquality ,

reducesoundpollution ,

increase
biodiversity ,

insulatebuildings
andcoolourswelteringcities in

thesummer.
FelicityWaters

, landscape
architect at

GardenBeet
, says :

" Thelargertheverticalgardenthe
morecomplex it

becomes in terms
of maintenanceandinstallation .

If

youaregoing to install a garden
aboveheadheightyouneed to

thinkhowyouaregoing to water
,

weedandfeedtheplants. "

Whileelaborateschemesare
availablewhichinvolve
professionalinstallation

,

domestic
gardenerscancreatetheirown
livingwallsandverticalplantings
withouthaving to

beDIYexperts.
On a smallscale

,
Burgon & Ball

hasjustlauncheditsVerti-Plant.
Madefromheavydutynon-woven
material

,

it
featuresplanting

pocketsandaninternalirrigation
systemwhichallowswater to filter
fromonepocket to thenext

,

while
thebottompocketsaresealed to

reducedripsandmess . Priced£9.95
fortwo

,

it' s
available in good

gardencentresand at

burgonandball.com.
Alternatively ,

youcanframe a

floral or foliagedisplay in a living
artframe

, priced£47.99from
gardenbeet.com.

Withlargerconstructions
, you

IDEALCONCEPT : LivingwallspecialistGillianBond
,

of
Treebox

, saysverticalplantinghasincreased In popularity.

mayhavemoresuccessgoingfor
lushfoliageplantsratherthan
flowers .

Goodspecimensforwall
planting includeferns

, euphorbia ,

ajuga ,

heucheraandgeraniums.
Placeshade-lovingvarieties at

the
base of theareaandsun-lovers

,

suchasgeraniums ,
thymeand

sage ,

at thetop . Addsomespring
bulbsandtrysomewild
strawberriesforthechildren to

pickallsummer.
Forsomethinglargerwhichyou

canputupyourself ,

Easiwall
is a

verticalplantercomprisingfive
self-wateringtroughsattached to a

robustpanel500cmwidebylmtall
,

thatyoufix to
a wall . Priced£159

,

it'
s availablefromonlinestockists

gardenbeet.com andselected
nurseries . Forinformation

,

visit
treebox.co.uk.

Createaslarge or
assmall a

verticaldisplayasyoulikewith
theWoollyWallyPocket

,

a new
type of hangingbasket or

wall
planterthatcanbeusedonitsown

or
in groups to coveranywall to

create a verticalgarden . Madefrom
recycledplasticbottles

,

the
pockets - measuring 61cm x 38cm
cost£34.99each . Theyareavailable
fromgardenbeet.com.

If you' re reluctant to
fixanything

on to a fence or wallbuthave
limitedgroundspace ,

Vertigro ,

a

free-standingmodularsystem
enablingyou to growyourown
flowersandvegetables ,

is worth
considering.

MadefromAluzincandtreated
PEFC

( programmeendorsement
forestcertificate

)

wood
,

it
willbe

availablefromtheend of March
priced£299

,

online at

vertigro.co.uk.
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